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Thank you for your letter of 18 January 2008 to Alan Johnson about the new:
SAS contract. | am reply as this subject falls under my portfolio.

| am aware of the significant contribution SAS doctors make to patient care.
The Government is committed to introduce a new contract for these doctors,
and has approved the proposals put forward.

The details of the proposals were the subject of discussion and negotiation
between the Staff and Associate Specialists Committee (UK) of the BMA,
NHS Employers (England) and employer representatives from the devolved
administrations. | would encourage NSASG to work with BMA so that your
views are taken into account for future negotiations and initiatives. The BMA
will be able to explain the details of their proposals to you, including for
example the intention to replace the existing Staff Grade (with a current top
salary level of £60,968) with a new Specialty Doctor Grade with a salary
range up to £65,512.

I do hope you participated in the consultation process for NHS Next Stage
review by feeding in your ideas on how to improve the quality of NHS care.
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